Teicoplanin plus pefloxacine versus teicoplanin plus netilmicin in empiric therapy of febrile patients with cancer and neutropenia. A randomized study of two once daily regimens in patients with previously inserted catheters.
In a comparative randomized trial, teicoplanin 5 mg/kg plus either netilmicin 5 mg/kg or pefloxacine 10 mg/kg was administered in a once daily empiric therapy to 40 cancer patients with fever and neutropenia after cytotoxic chemotherapy. Both regimens were analyzed with respect to the localisation of the underlying disease, catheter presence and agents isolated from blood culture. The cure and improvement rate were 80% (teicoplanin plus netilmicin) and 85% (teicoplanin plus pefloxacin), with no statistically significant difference between the groups. Teicoplanin with either an aminoglycoside or a quinolone administered once daily seems to be a suitable approach in empiric therapy for fever in neutropenia and may prevent catheter insertion in cancer patients.